September 16, 2009

Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
September 16, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. in room
2563 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Amy Pope, a Jus-
tice Department legislative detailee in
my office, be granted the privilege of
the floor for the duration of this Con-
gress.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar Nos. 371, 372, and 373;
that the nominations be confirmed en
bloc and that the motions to reconsider
be laid upon the table en bloc; that no
further motions be in order; that any
statements relating to the nominations
appear in the appropriate place in the
RECORD as if read; that the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action and the Senate then resume leg-
islative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

John M. McHugh, of New York, to be Sec-
retary of the Army.

Joseph W. Westphal, of New York, to be
Under Secretary of the Army.

Juan M. Garcia III, of Texas, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Navy.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

———

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the consideration of Calendar No.
120, S. 1494.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1494) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2010 for intelligence and intel-
ligence-related activities of the United
States Government, the Community Man-
agement Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Disability
System, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to speak about the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for fiscal
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yvear 2010, S. 1494, that the Senate has
approved by unanimous consent.

The legislation is the product of a bi-
partisan effort in the Intelligence Com-
mittee, which was reflected by the
committee’s unanimous vote of 15 to 0
on the bill. I thank Vice Chairman
BoND for his efforts on the legislation
and the full committee staff for their
work.

It has been 4 years since the Congress
has passed and the President has
signed an intelligence authorization
act. This has meant that the law has
not kept up with changes in the intel-
ligence community and that Congress
has not been able to require reforms
and provide flexibilities that are sorely
needed. I am pleased that the Senate
has taken a major step toward enact-
ment.

Before summarizing some of the key
provisions of this legislation, let me
briefly describe the way in which it
was written.

The committee has worked with the
Director of National Intelligence, DNI,
ADM Dennis Blair, to identify areas
where legislation is needed to better
run and oversee the Nation’s 16 intel-
ligence agencies. Many of these provi-
sions have been proposed and included
in previous legislation reported out by
the Intelligence Committee but have
yet to be passed into law.

At the request of the White House,
we have separated issues of terrorist
detention and interrogation from this
bill and the committee intends to take
up legislation on those issues sepa-
rately. The committee has not changed
its position from previous legislation
on the need to have an effective and
humane interrogation program that
operates fully within the nation’s laws
and international commitments.

The major themes of this bill are to
strengthen the Director of National In-
telligence to make sure that he has the
management authorities and flexibili-
ties needed to direct the intelligence
community; insist upon stronger ac-
countability and oversight mechanisms
for intelligence activities, both within
the executive branch and by the Con-
gress; and to fund fully the intelligence
community’s share of the war efforts in
Iraq and Afghanistan and the con-
tinuing counterterrorism operations
against al-Qaida and other terrorist or-
ganizations worldwide.

There is also a classified annex to
this bill, which lays out the authorized
funding levels for the National Intel-
ligence Program. The theme of the
annex is to shift funds from intel-
ligence activities that are less capable,
lower priority, or not performing to
those that will provide the Nation with
better capabilities for intelligence col-
lection, analysis, counterintelligence,
and covert action.

The details of the classified annex
are necessarily secret, but all Members
are welcome to review them at the
committee’s offices at any time.

Let me describe some of the notable
provisions in more detail.

S9447

To add to the management authori-
ties of the Director of National Intel-
ligence, the bill gives the Director of
National Intelligence greater flexi-
bility in personnel matters, including
extending the length of time that per-
sonnel may be detailed to an intel-
ligence agency to 3 years from the cur-
rent 1 year. It also provides the Direc-
tor, working with individual intel-
ligence agencies, to shift or hire per-
sonnel by up to 5 percent above author-
ized personnel levels if intelligence re-
quirements demand doing so. The bill
authorizes the DNI to conduct account-
ability reviews of personnel and ele-
ments within the intelligence commu-
nity, further clarifying that the Direc-
tor is the senior official in the intel-
ligence community. It seeks to prevent
repetitions of information sharing
problems by enabling the DNI to pur-
chase necessary equipment or tech-
nology to improve information sharing
with governmental departments or
agencies regardless of whether they are
part of the intelligence community.
The bill also requires the intelligence
community to continue putting in
place the information technology nec-
essary to assure information flows be-
tween its agencies.

The committee has longstanding con-
cerns with the way the intelligence
community has briefed, or has failed to
brief, the congressional Intelligence
Committees on all intelligence activi-
ties and covert actions. Two major con-
troversies, over CIA detention and in-
terrogation and over the warrantless
surveillance program of the National
Security Agency, were both briefed
only to the chairman and vice chair-
man of the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee. The rest of the committee’s
membership was unaware of these pro-
grams for years.

The bill strengthens the statutory re-
quirements to keep the congressional
intelligence committees ‘‘fully and
currently informed” of intelligence ac-
tivities and covert actions. The legisla-
tion makes clear that there is no ex-
ception to the obligation to brief Con-
gress on intelligence activities and
covert actions; requires that notifica-
tions include a description of the legal
authority on which activities are un-
dertaken; and requires that all com-
mittee members be provided with the
broad outlines—the ‘‘main features”—
of intelligence programs in those in-
stances where the sensitive operational
details are provided only to a limited
number of Senators.

In addition to ensuring that notifica-
tions to the Congress are conducted,
the bill includes a number of additional
provisions intended to strengthen in-
telligence oversight. These include cre-
ating an independent inspector general,
confirmed by the Senate, to help the
DNI oversee the intelligence commu-
nity and strengthening the inspectors
general of the National Security Agen-
cy, NSA, Defense Intelligence Agency,
DIA, National Reconnaissance Office,
NRO, and National Geospatial-Intel-
ligence Agency, NGA, by listing them



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-12T17:46:52-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




